











which the small worm wraps itself appar-
ently finding refuge against possible
predators.

We also observed a polychaete
attached to the inferior part of the arm of
a large red-and-white starfish (Tethyaster
canalicalatus). Although we could not
confirm the exact nature of this novel in-
teraction, it could have been a form of ex-
ternal parasitism, commensalism, or even
mutualism. Research on this interesting
interaction process is still under way

through the specimens collected.

Deep zone

We explored the rocky zone along a steep
slope at a depth of 190 m where, in an area
dominated by sessile fauna like glass
sponges and soft corals, we found some
scattered specimens of two species of
white starfish Henricia clarkii and Henricia
nana. The most common echinoderms in
this area were two species of ophiurans,

Ophiothrix galapagensis and Ophiacantha
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cf. diplasia, which almost completely cover
some deep areas of the Marisla seamount
with dense populations of hundreds of
individuals. In this deep rocky zone where
we also found a new species of echino-
derm: a small pale yellow starfish belong-
ing to the family Echinasteridae that is
being currently studied by specialists.

We collected black coral with associat-
ed polychaetes living in the branches.
Among them we found a nereidid living in
a transparent chitinous tube attached along
one of the coral's branches, a very unusual
trait in these polychaetes that usually wan-
der and are active hunters. Other polychae-
te species included a polinoid worm, a few
terebellids, and a second species of the
family Nereididae, in this case without a
chitin tube, as is the norm for the group.
There was also a very small crystal-like
ophiuran —possibly belonging to a new
and yet undescribed species currently
under study for its taxonomic descrip-

tion— and two very small red planarians.

A deepwater ofiuran, or brittle-star,
Ophiothrix galapagensis.
Photo © Carlos Sanchez-Ortiz.











